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Glad t ■ hear iron you* Silence fathered four you returned to troubles* lave for the 
fatigue of tile (tux) oca son in mil, we are as we wore , my finder not well but not as 
inhibiting (I finished working up that sane tree today, with the some machete). I can 
type with less concern, 1 os ■ discomfort, less guilt* 

Striso: remain with misgibirigs on all but during and intelligence. no could well be 
a good source, but I urge independent chaddja: an d confirm tion on everything. . .Has niidilo 
r a turned to California? I suppose, else why would Btriso seek counsel there?. ..'There is 

one area in which you may iiuve Gone thing to lose, and that is getting tied up, cop. with 

wrongies, Play it not cool, but vory, very cool AID independent* You need no taring for a 
good book but the application of fingers to keys and some thought* -ny thing else you got 
is +-Hr but not nittygritty* 00 be careful, please* And when you liave finished your digest 
piece, try to find time to work on tills* The time is HOW* bo not await perfection and totality. 

Here let mo tell you the tale of a friend of 1 lino in Chicago who had a good contract for a 

good book for which ho lias a good title, CiiOuK COUIfff (Chicago is Cook County)* lie had 
most of it done, is on crooked politics, c-sp. mob corn lections. ^ kept delaying fiiiisldng, 
now for at least two years* lie kept tolling mo he was getting close to a caso on the famous 
former Judge and Presidential Commission Cahirmn Otto homer, i kept telling liiia two 
t hin gs* if ho got it, the book couldn't corae out before the nows broke as new; and a 
paraphrase of Che: the du;y of a writer is to write. So, the homer story broke, he can 
have it in his book or not, it now makes little difference, for all the rest he Ixad, no 
less sensational, is in the news, tfe’d Iiave had a helluva bo b that would now be enjoying 
a second life, hut a year ago the publisher \nroto the advance off. 

I am no lawyer, but if you have a ease against the coming book, it may &. better to 
await its appearance. may suit against it may sell it better and reduce the market for yours. 
To o bad you didn't find out from your literary-lawyer friend, to whom I’ll write soon about 
ioy own troubles. There may be more * I’m told rldU-li— UP is largely plagiarised in the current 
Esquire. PlagLaris m is no easy tiling to prove, i hope I can.j^monber my own work well 
chough* back in 1 966 I was sharp enough to catch the carol essness with my typo si I do riot 
know if 1 will try and do anything if it is provable. If I had a book to sell * I would* 

But I have ru.i f:; ned myself to what i fear my role must bo and to the degree possible do veto 
myself to it. Unless Id lore is a firm legal need either way, you should, if I .my sag. ost, 
decide whit best serves Pearl's interest. Here a good agent could invaluable*.. .If you 
have none, there arc people in publishing I know who might bo able to help, and l lay be 
in UYC soon, so lot me know.,.. You should be sure your deal with the digest docs not 
preclude book* If it docs, try to get tliat back, with the offer of first turndown of 
secondary rights to them on wiiat is not to be in piece. Pine print can be hard on more 
than the eyes..., Wait a minute. I just noticed you juay have a deal cooking* Great if not 
with the kind of small crooks I’ve been e cling with, fig crooks steal more- but they have 
more to steal from, so you get more* If you do not want to keep it secret, let us see wiiat 
^ kilo if bad about them. Tho knows good? 

Glad your children's father is trying to holp at least. If you didn^t I save tliat to 
worry about, you could get started. I ou do have some promising properties. Tliat Cortes-^over- 
han-lt-bo-bad deal could be great fun. 

- from your description of "the book you did on J* Edgars", I suppose, since tliat could 
refer to any of them, you mean the latest, which is a rather finely-drawn delineation of 
the superior qualities and professional perfection he enjoys. It sort of gm tliat reputation, 
not unearned, from the fublieher 1 3 Meekly coni out tliat is was pure TUT on Mm who I called 
iii it °t. Edgar flic Indispensable, hut the fumy think Is I iiave one with that sainted 
word in the title yet, and nobody calls tliat one one on him* J ’ll send* But surface vail. 

X do look forward to your nosing that grindstone, tell alone. You neither need nor 
w nt collaborators, imd publi sixers do liave editors (wait till you see what they did to 
lY^m-UPl)* VJith such a subject, your native flip ancy of expression could be singy* 

Glad your boy is back (does he liate being called a boy yot by colons as old as liis 
grandfather may be?). Hope he sinks his teeth in proper preparation for wlxatover it turns 
out I10 wants to do with himself . ^ood luck! 


